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A Message from the Chief

Tony C. Nielsen, MA, EFO, CFO, 
Fire Chief, SCFD8

CONTINUED ON OTHER SIDE

SMOKE ALARM 
REMINDERS

TEST monthly

CHANGE batteries at 
least once a year

REPLACE smoke alarms 
over 10 years old

MAKE SURE your family 
knows the sound

DEVELOP a home fire 
escape plan

Captain Jeff Wainwright (L), Firefighter/Paramedic Jay Wilkins 
(Center), and Firefighter/EMT Trevor Richards (R) received the EMS 
Hero Award in recognition of their going above and beyond the call 
of duty on a call last winter. After caring for a patient who suffered a 
heart attack while shoveling snow from a large driveway, Wainwright, 
Wilkins and Richards finished shoveling the driveway for the family. 
Pictured presenting the award is Cathy St. Amand, Chairperson, and 
Dr. Jim Nania, Medical Program Director, of the Spokane County 
EMS & Trauma Care Council. 

Greetings! You probably know that Emergency Medical 
Services (EMS) comprise the largest share of emergencies 
we respond to, but you may not know that your EMS is 
provided by award winning firefighters and paramedics.   
I am pleased to share that the Spokane County EMS & Trauma 
Care Council recently recognized several Fire District 8 
personnel for outstanding service.

With your support, we’ve been able to create a highly 
respected EMS program that puts responders at your side 
within minutes. If you have any questions about our service, 
or suggestions about how we can serve you better, please 
feel free to e-mail me at tnielsen@ scfd8.org, or give me a call 
either at the office 509-926-6699 or at home 509-535-7740.

Volunteer Lieutenant/Chaplain Dave 
Simboli received the Basic Life 
Support Responder of the Year 
Award for his tireless efforts as a 
CPR instructor. In addition to all he 
does as a responder and chaplain, 
Lt. Simboli has taught CPR to over 
400 members of our community in 
the past year! 

Firefighter/Paramedic Jimmy 
Smock received an EMS 
Hero Award for his work  
as a paramedic and off-duty 
activities with the Muscular 
Dystrophy Association, 
Juvenile Diabetes Research 
Foundation, and Toys  
for Tots. 

What are the Benefits 
of Being a Firewise 
Community?
While the benefits can 
vary, there are a number 
of positive outcomes 
experienced by communities 
that become members of 
the Firewise Community 
Recognition Program.  
 

Being “FIREWISE”:
• Creates a defensible 

space that prevents fires 
from advancing and 
endangering homes and 
lives.

• Improves property value 
while reducing risk of loss.

• Improves community 
relationships with your 
fire department, since 
firefighters can concentrate 
their efforts on fighting 
wildfires rather than 
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LINKE-SALTESE OPEN HOUSE ON JULY 9

Linke-Saltese Station 85 Open House 
Saturday, July 9  |  10:00 am  to 2:00 pm
Spokane County Fire District 8, Station 85 
3324 S. Linke Road, Greenacres WA

Come to our open house to learn about home safety, 
smoke alarms, and properly addressing your home to help 
firefighters find it in the case of an emergency.  Station 
tours will be conducted by the firefighters. Kids can take the 
Junior Firefighter Challenge. We hope you and your family 
will stop by.

Contact Division Chief Marty Long for details at  
mlong@scfd8.org or visit www.scfd8.org. 

CONTINUED FROM FRONT:  
What are the Benefits of Being a Firewise Community?

GRILLING FIRE SAFETY

Knowing a few fire safety grilling tips will help you 
have a safe summer:

FOCUSING ON THE HOME IGNITION ZONE 

We offer FREE Home Ignition Assessments
Reducing your fire ignition exposure is a key 
component to helping your home survive a wildfire.

All homeowners in the wildland urban interface need 
to take steps to increase the likelihood their home will 
survive a wildfire on their own without any help from 
firefighters.

Contact Division Chief Marty Long at (509) 926-6699  
or mlong@scfd8.org for a free home and site 
evaluation of your property. He’ll explain the home 
ignition zone concept, discuss recommendations 
and why they are important, and help prioritize tasks 
based on your input and the impact on protecting 
your home and family. 

devoting often limited resources to protecting homes – which may 
ultimately be lost if the fire can’t be contained.

• Encourages good neighbors, since the more homes within a 
community that adopt “Firewise” practices, the greater the impact on 
reducing the heat and speed of a fire.

• Offers peace of mind, knowing that your home is prepared to survive 
a wildfire in the event one should occur.

Spokane County Fire District 8 is dedicated to the “FIREWISE” Com-
munity Recognition Program and will provide cooperative assistance 
during your progress toward becoming a Firewise Community. 

For more information on the Firewise Community Recognition Program, 
visit www.firewise.org or contact Division Chief Marty Long at  
mlong@scfd8.org or (509) 926-6699.

• Only use your grill outside.
• Keep it away from siding 

and deck rails.
• Keep a 3-foot safe zone 

around your grill and 
campfire, this will keep 
kids and pets safe.

• Clean your grill after each 
use, this will remove 
grease that can start a fire.

• Place the coals from your 
grill in a metal can with a 
lid once they have cooled.

• Open your gas grill before 
lighting.

• Keep an eye on your grill, 
never leave your grill 
unattended.

STAY FIRE SAFE THIS 
SUMMER


